from our childhood’s days we . well 
‘remember the eagerness which we 


- lections, as viewed thus through the 


that of a boy might find ample feed | huitian 
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GOD'S FOOTPRINTS IN HISTORY. 
BY JOSEPH G. ROMNEY. 

The history of man, to us, hag ever 

been a most delightful study. Rte f 
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thickening mists of time, that accounts, 
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ment for doggedly adhering to false 
tradition and demoralizing custom. 
Men in high stations, who hold the 
reins of government over their fellows, 
fondly flatter themselves that they are 
the creators of this prosperity which 
surrounds them, when, in fact, they 
are but the instruments in the hands 
of a better and a higher Power to 
accomplish his purposes in regard to 
this earth. Such a view may be 
humiliating to the pride of man, but 
it is the only true one we can take of it. 

There is one complaint often made 
by superficial thinkers, which is, that 
the history of the creation of this 
earth and of man, as recorded in the 
Holy Bible, does not agree with the 
discoveries of modern science. Some 
miuke this the cause of a most deter- 
mined stind against its divine authen- 
ticity. But, is science infallible, and 
to be counted superior to the direct 
revelations of our Father? Does the 
Bible limit the existence of this earth 
to a few thousands of years? What 
is sclence— geology, for instance—but 
the beautifully elaborated theory of 
men who do not teach it as an infalli- 
ble guide, but as a science yet pro- 
gressive and yet but little understood. 
Can the Bible, mutilated as it cannot 
help being, passing through so many 
different hands as it has, and transla- 
ted by uninspired men, be taken as 
the word of the Lord? The word of 
the Lord it most undoubiedly is, when 
read with the Spinit of God. It then 
ean be understood as it should be, and 
we find that, mstead of the two dis- 
agreeing, science and the Holy Bible, 
with the mind enlightened by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, will rather 
confirm the faith, than raise the 
doubts, of the inquirer. 

The history of the ancient world, if 
viewed closely and in the proper spirit, 
is found to culminate in the birth of 
our Savior. Circumstances had been 
merging toward that necessary de- 
nouement from the beginning. The 
works He wrought were nevessary for 
the salvation of mankind. Without 
them, no difference what the intelli- 
gence boasted of, mankind could not 
be saved. The way had to be pre- 
pared before Him —‘‘the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness” had to be 
heard, that ‘‘all righteousness” might 
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be fulfilled. The rise and fall of 
empires, the revolution of opinion, the 
changing of custom and the over- 
turning of traditional superstition, had 
each in turn to effect its allotted labor 
before He came to live, to suffer, and 
to die. He was looked for by the 


people. He had to be scorned and 


| mocked and to die by the hands of 


those who most zealously believed in 
his coming, and most assiduously 
awaited his appearance. To this great 
end all the other actions of men were 
but supplementary. National decline 
or grandeur formed but an episode of 
the great work of our Father, yet so 
'knitted every circumstance to the one 
whole, that it were not perfect were 
they wanting. As a drama is the his 
tory of man to be looked upon; you 
destroy one portion of it, you destroy 
its unity and its harmony; and equally, 
in all these circumstances, is the foot- 
prints of Deity to be observed. Our 
| ignorance may hide this from us, but 
| does that make it untrue? No; the 
| purposes of our Father are inscrutable 
to every eye but that of faith, yet, 
'although acting in consistency with a 
‘long formed plan, man will yet be 
punished for his delinquencies. 

The same may be said of the great 
| Latter-day Work. ‘The Former-day 
| Work established by our Savior, and 
|'so nobly continued by his disciples, 
had to be made war upon and be 
overcome by the great whore of Baby- 
_lon, according to the prophecies of the 
|servants of God. Out of the darkness 
following that overthrow was to spring 
hght and Priesthood and salvation. 
Greater darkness than existed even 
before His first appearance was to 
follow the killing of his Apostles and 
the destruction of his Church. The 
‘“‘age of iron,” seen by the inspired 
Prophet, had to crush in universal 
bondage the rising intelligence of the 
people. The feelings which, if pro- 
perly guided by the Spirit of God, 
would Jead on and upward into the 
possession of ‘‘ all truth,” were worked 
upon and made the means of their 
euslavement. Feudal bondage fol- 
lowed, slavish superstition cramped 
the truth-seeking faculties of m 
and his opinions were circumscrib 
by the bald pate and the learned imbe- 
 cility of the monkish cloister. Some 
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upheaving of society must occur to 
overthrow this rotten, unwieldly hier- 
archy. The Crusades came.  Insti- 
ated by fanaticism, the axe was laid 
at the foot of the tree of Catholic 
prosperity. The Feudal System crum- 
bled into ruins, and with it went 
somewhat of the exclusive jurisdiction 
of Rome. Free cities arose, and free 
commoners were known in society. 
All were not bound down in serfdom — 


religious investigation followed in 
spite of an exterminating warfare 


against it. One of themselves, dis- 
pleased at the inconsistencies and the 
crimes of his order, dared to assert his 
opinion, and unrelenting persecution 
transformed the scholastic disputant 
into a bold, uncompromising oppo- 
nent. From a war of words Luther 
made it a war of force and power. 
Too late they saw their error and tried 
conciliation, but in vain. The print- 
ing-press had diffused too much en- 
lightenment, and men were no longer 
frightened by paper ebullitions. 

Mind had been equally busy in its 
discoveries in other directions. Galil- 
leo, Copernicus, and men of kindred 
minds, had been active in researches 
into the realms of science. Success 
had repaid their labors, and the ruined, 
ivy-mantled towers which defended 
the path of progress from intruding 
tread, had fallen before their deter- 
mined assault. Nineteen years of 


persevering and patient suing and |, 


watching, had been repaid by the re- 
discovery of a world. Persecution 
had not yet ceased, and a hardy few 
preferred braving the unknown dangers 
vf the western hemisphere, rather than 
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bear the known malice of their oppres- 
sors. They landed upon a barren 
rock—they smote it, and plenty flowed 
upon them. Gaunt famine fled from 
before their determined tread, pesti- 
lence could not daunt them, the trea- 
cherous guile of foes passed them al- 
most scathless by, relizious freedom 
was inaugurated, and away from 
civilization, beneath the leafy canopy 
of summer leaves, amid the quiet 
nooks and solemn temples of nature’s 
handiwork, grew up a people brave 
and liberal. When the chains of 
parental control became unjust and 
galling, they cast them on one side, 
and, in the vigorous strength of early 
manhood, determined to be free. 

Thus had been completed the cycle 
God had decreed before the establish- 
ment of his great Latter-day Work. 
The time wh come when he might 
again speak from the heavens and be 
listened to by man. His kingdom 
could be established, and his Prophets 
dare again speak unto the people. He 
had unveiled his face, which had been 
hidden from man for so long and 
dreary a period. The image had been 
completed even to the feet and toea, 
and it was time the little stone made 
its appearance. Cannot we see His 
footprints in the actions of men? We 
have rapidly, imperfectly sketched 
their occurrence, yet even in these we 
can see all join into one. Link by 
link has the chain been formed ; and 
now, 2 second time, has human actions 
culminated in that memorable day of 
the appearance of the kingdom of God. 
This time, though, it is «ver te be over- 
thrown. 


DELUSIVE AND 


DECEPTIVE SPIRITS. 


BY ELDER WILLIAM STONER. 


fn perusing the Scriptures, we find ‘ 


the Apostles of old warning the Saints 
against delusive and deceptive spirits. 
The Apostle John, in his second 
epistle, told them there were many 
deceivers in the world. He then goes 
on to say, If there come any unto you 
and bring not this doctrine, receive 
them not into your house, neither bid 


them God speed. Now, this is very 
important to us as Saints in this day. 
How often do we have those characters 
entering our houses with their bri 

to draw the people after them 

their delusive doctrines. We, ag 
Saints, have received the Gospel, let 
us keep them from us, and not be 
partakers of their evil deeds. The 
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Apostle Paul, in speaking to the 
Galatians, told them, “‘If any man 
preach any other Gospel unto you 
than that we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed,” and that will 
apply to those in the present day. 
Again, in speaking to the Ephesians, 
he says, ‘‘ Let no man deceive you 
with vain words, because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God.” 
Have no fellowship with unfruitful 
works of darkness, rather reprove 
them, for we, as Saints of Latter-days, 
having received the light 6f the Gos- 

1, have the privilege of obtaining all 
the truth and light they were in pos- 
session of, as well as much more they 
had not. We have that truth and 
light that bringeth joy, peace and 
every blessing to enlighten our minds. 
I am of the opinion that as Saints, 
having a knowledge of the Gospel, we 
entangle ourselves too much with the 
Gentiles, for we will attend lecture- 
rooms, go to their meetings, their 
churches, join their societies, join in 


the pleasures of the world, and unite 


with them in various ways, and it 
often brings on ourselves sorrow and 
trouble. We cannot serve God and 
mammon. But, says one, ‘‘They have 
many truths with them.” I would 


— 
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light chased away the darkness, and 
that Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, was to 
lead all truth, lift- 
ing our thoughts above the grovelli 

~ ee of this world. Saints, 
go onward, not seeking the wisdom of 
this world or of men, for the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God. 
Let us hold fast the truths we have 
received, and keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. Cling to the iron 
rod—the Priesthood of God—from 
whom we can get all the instruction 
we need, line upon line and precept 
upon precept, from the servants of 
the Lord, whom he has sent in the 
last days to teach and instruct us. 
Spurn from us all those who try to 
frustrate the purposes of our heavenly 
Father with their abominable practices; 
and, as the Apostle Paul told the 
Corinthians, ‘‘ Be not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers ; therefore 
come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness, and what communion 
hath light with darkness.” John the 
Revelator says, ‘‘ Come out of her my 
people, that you be not partakers of 
her sins, neither partake of her a ‘ 
As Saints, keep from them, for as the 


ask such persons, is there any truth | Aspostle says, ‘‘ It is a shame even to 
outside the pale of the kingdom of | speak of those things which are done 


God that wehave not! I answer, no! 


of them in secret.” Wherefore, come 


Previous to my embracing the Gospel | out from among them ; and “I will be 
all was a mystery, all was darkness, | a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
and so was it to all of us; but when | sons and daughters, saith the Lord 


the Gospel saluted our ears, and liglit 
beamed upon our understandings, the 
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Almighty.” 


TALE-BEARING AND EVIL SPEAKING. 


BY ELDER WILLIAM HUGHES. 


If there is anything more detestable : 


than another amongst a community, it 
is tale-bearing and evil speaking. If 


we look at this subject, we may at first 


think that it does not apply to our- 
selves. But let us examine ourselves, 
and see if we are in every particular 
guiltless of these things. Such an 


examination will do us no injury, but 
will rather cause us to avoid many 
Every man and 


faults in the future. 


every woman in the enjoyment of the 
great privilege of mingling and associ- 
ating with the Latter-day Saints, will 
find that they have just as much as is 
possible for them to do to save them- 
selves from this untoward generation, 
without meddling with the business of 
others. How often does it occur that 
the weaknesses of individuals magnify, 
in a marvellous manner, in the eyes 
of others; and, how soon do some 
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manifest a desire to expose such fail- 
ings, by going from one neighbor’s 
house to another, to inform them of 
their contents. They seem never to 
feel right in the circle of their ac- 
quaintances, unless they are holding 
up the failings of this, or of that in- 
dividual to their gaze for subjects of 
derision. 

Would such characters but examine, 
they would without doubt, in most 
instances, find something in them- 
selves equally as culpable and bad. 
‘‘Thou hypocrite, first cast out the 
beam out of thine own eye, and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye.” ‘‘ Do 
ye think the Scriptures saith in vain— 
the spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth 
toenvy.” A desire to speak evil one 
of another should not be encouraged 
in the bosoms of the Saints. We 
should reflect—consider well the effects 
of one evil thought, much more one 
evil expression, levelled against a bro- 
ther or a sister. We should put in 
practice those Godlike principles such 
as love, charity, forbearanee, long- 
suffering, gentleness, visiting the 
widow and fatherless. These we 
should exemplify in our every-day 
life and conduct. We should pity 
rather than expose the failings of 
others, knowing that we are similarly 
weak and fallible. We should go forth 
as Saviors, trying to reclaim from sin 
and error—setting ourselves an ex- 
ample worthy of imitation. Our light, 


if we have any, shonld shine forth to 
illuminate the darkness and ignorance 
of others, and, by taking this course, 
our brethren and sisters would be con- 
strained to follow the same path. 
Thus we would be co-workers with 
each other in seeking to bring about 
the great work of regeneration. | 

The continuance of the evil habit of 

king disparagingly of others, robs 
the Saints of the Spirit of God. Their 
faith will gradually die away, nor does 
the love of God dwell in their hearts 
undividedly. Once habituated to 
practices of this kind, and it becomes 
exceedingly difficult to eradicate such 
desires frum the bosom. Such persons 
are continually on the lookout for 
evil ; their appetites are never satisfied 
in this respect, and they are sure, 
sooner or later, unless they repent and 
turn from their evil ways, to be left 
to themselves, going blindly down to 
death and destruction. How obdurate 
must be the feeling where tale-bearing 
and evil speaking is allowed—how con- © 
temptible in the eyes of the Almighty 
it is. 

If we wish to be heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven, we must refrain from 
all such bitter envyings, and live so 
as to secure the favor and blessings of 
God and his Priesthood. By this 
means we will be prepared for the 
trials that await us in this life, and be © 
entitled in the next to a habitation in 
the celestial kingdom of God. 


REBELLION AGAINST PARENTAL AUTHORITY. 


The spirit which animated the 


breast of the arch-rebel of heaven, | 


when he rose up in rebellion against 
the authority of our Father and God, 
drawing with him one-third of the 
hosts of heaven—the result of which 
was his disinheritance and banishment 
— now reigns predominant throughout 
our fair earth, and is the great fountain 
of nearly all the social evil that exists, 
of the disunion and discord in families, 
and the origin of almost every evil 
that surrounds us. 


If we look at the domestic circles | 


of society around us, from whence 


should spring obedience, love, unity 
and confidence, we find that children. 
seem to have entirely forgotten that 
God gave the great and imperative 
commandment, ‘‘Honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be . 
long in the land,” if such a command- 
ment they have ever been taught. In 
equal proportion have parents 

to feel the great responsibilities that 
devolve upon them as heads of fami- 
lies, and they have forgotten that the 
Almighty has placed those tender ones 
under their watch-care, to be trained 


'up and prepared to pass through this 
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stage of action, or that they will have 
to give an account of that stewardship, 
and be rewarded accordingly. 

We find daughters, before they are 
scarcely out of their childhood, look- 
ing forward with great impatience to 
the time when they will be ‘‘ of age,” 
and be able to set at nought the autho- 
rity of their parents—be free to act 
independent of the instruction and 
counsel of their mothers; and, in 
many instances, we find them looking 
out for husbands and givingtheir hands 
in marriage, without even asking the 
consent of either father or mother, 
thinking their own judgment, in cho- 
sing a partner, superior to that of their 
parents. What is the cause, mainly, 
of these-things / They have not, from 
their childhood upwards, been pro- 
perly trained and taught the principles 
of obedience and reverence by that 
mother who now feels herself grieved 
at her daughter's conduct, and by that 
father who feels indignant at the in- 
difference with which his authority is 
treated. 

Sons are not a whit behind daughters 
in this spirit of rebellion, for they 
look forward with equal impatience to 
the time when they will be able to act 
as they please, and defy their parents 
to interfere with them. They are no 
sooner schoolboys than they begin to 
treat the words of their mother as 
something little to be cared for ; and 
they only obey their father a few years 
longer because the cane or the strap 
falls heavier from his hand than from 


REBELLION 


their mother’s, in reality, regarding | 


one no more than the other. As we 
have before stated, parents have them- 
selves to thank, in most instances, for 
the rebellion of their children. They 
have neglected to ‘‘train up their 
children in the way in which they 
should go,” and now that they have 
grown up, they care nothing about 
what is sail to them. Years ago, 
children used to feel themselves bound 
to obey their parents until they were 
*“of age,” as it is called, and parents 
acknowledged them free from their 
authority at that age ; but every gene- 
ration is growing worse in this respect, 
and children at a very early age begin 
to set themselves up in rebellion 
against their parents; and parents, 
instead of trying to reclaim them by 


AGAINST PARENTAI, 


AUTHORITY, 


| oper teaching and in the spirit of 

ove, will sometimes quietly fe to 
their rebellion, and say, ‘‘ They are 
too much for me now, I cannot do 
‘anything with them; it is no use my 
talking, they will do as they like ;” 
and, in other instances, parents will, 
if their children are rebellious, turn 
them adrift in the world, to grow 
better or worse, which they please, 
little thinking that they will have to 
‘give an account for not having done 
their duty in properly training them 
up when they were young and teach- 
able. 

This great social evil, rebellion 
against parental authority, from 
whence springs many other evils, is 
becoming very prevalent, and threatens 
to overwhelm creation if not speedily 
checked. ‘This is one of the most im- 
| portant matters for the Saints of the 
| Most High to see to. They should 
ever remember that their children are 
treasures placed under their guardian- 
ship, and that the Lord requires them 
to train their tender minds and teach 
them principles that will prepare them 
to fill high and important positions on 
the earth in years tocome. If they 
neglect this duty, they will have to 
give an account of it to their sorrow. 
Among the Saints of the Most High 
God, there is no father but would like 
to be leoked up to by his children as 
|a patriarch, or earthly head of the 
_family, and to be counselled with in 
all matters, both spiritual and tempo- 
‘ral; and if he does not see that his 
children are properly trained and 
| taught this principle, he cannot reason- 
ably expect to be honored in his posi- 
tion as he otherwise would have been. 

Sons and daughters have to learn 
obedience, and the sooner they learn 
\it the better; and, likewise, that the 
tender care and loving advice of their 
‘mothers is a thing they cannot treat 
lightly and disregard, without incur- 
‘ring the great displeasure of the 
Almighty, and retarding their own 
| progress in the scale of exaltation. 
They must learn that this will not be 
their duty for twenty-one years only, 
but, as long as they have a mother, 
| they are bound to honor her as such. 
They have also to learn that their 
father is the patriarch and head of 
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_the family, and that he stands between 
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them and God, their heavenly Father, 
and that they cannot disregard his 
words without displeasing the Al- 


| mighty. 


God has, in this our day, restored 
the Gospel and Priesthood for the 
urpose of teaching mankind how to 
live so as to obtain his favor and 
blessing, and, eventually, to fit them 
to stand in his presence. But no son 
or daughter, whose father is honoring 
his Priesthood and obeying the com- 
mandments of God, need think they 
can run before him, and obtain salva- 
tion independent of him. The great 
day of the Lord is at hand, and those 
who wish to stand the purifying fire 
must be pure before him. This re- 
formation must commence in family 
circles. It is no use children going to 
meeting on Sunday, and the other six 
days being disorderly and disobedient 
at home. The father must stand at 


the head of his family in righteousness, 
as a mediator or pleader unto God on 
their behalf; the mother next in order 
in the family; and the more the 
family uphold the father by their 
faith, prayers, and by yielding obedi- 
ence to his requirements and counsels, 
the more powerful he will become to 
tee with God on their behalf, 

ringing down blessings on their 
heads, and the quicker he will be able 
— lead them to exaltation and eternal 

e. 

Every obedient son and daughter, 
no matter what age they are, honoring 
their father and their mother, is a 
powerful link in the chain that is to 
| bind Satan for a thousand years ; 
| while the Saints of God learn the 
principles of exaltation and eternal 
‘life, Jesus Christ being the King of 
‘kings and Chief Instructor of | his 


| people. 
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(Continued from page 472.) 


No man could judge of my feelings 
when | beheld that army of men, as 
plainly as | ever saw armies of men in 
the flesh ; it seemed as though every 
hair of my head was alive. This 
scenery we gazed upon for hours, until 
it began to disappear. 

Subsequently I learned this took 
place the same evening that Joseph 
Smith received the records of the Book 
of Mormon from the Angel Moroni. 
John Young,sen., and John P. Green’s 
wife, Rhoda, were also witnesses of 
this scenery. My wife, Vilate, being 
frightened at what she saw, said, 
‘Father Young, what does all this 
mean? He replied in alively, pleased 
manner, ‘why, its one of the signs of 
the coming of the Son of Man.” The 
next night similar scenery was beheld 
in the west, by the neighbors, repre- 
senting armies of men who were 
engaged in battle. 

My daughter, Hellen Mar, was born 
in Mendon, August 22, 1828. 

My son Roswell Heber, was born in 
Mendon, January 10, 1831; and died 
June 15. 


' I mostly attended the meetings of 
the Baptist church, and was often 
invited to unite myself with them. 
I received many pressing invitations 
to unite with different sects, but did 
not see fit to comply with their desires © 
until a revival took place in our 
neighborhood. I had passed through 
several of their protracted a 
and had been many times upon the 
anxious bench to seek relief from the 
bonds of ‘Sin and Death,’ but no relief 
could I find until the meetings were 
passed by. 

At this time I concluded to put 
myself under the watch care of the 
Baptist church and unite myself to 
them; as soon as I had concluded to 
do this, the Lord administered peace 
to my mind, and accordingly the next 
day [ went with my wife and we were 
baptized by Elder Elijah Weaver, and 
we partook of the sacrament on that 
day for the first and also, last time 
with them. 

Although they believed in principles 
which I did not, I placed myself under 
their watch-care, to be a guard upon 
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EDITORIAL. 


me, and to keep me from running into | Gospel and restored the Holy Priest- 


evils. 

From the time I was twelve years 
old, I had many serious thoughts and 
strong desires to obtain a knowledge 
of salvation, but not finding any one 
who could teach me the things of God, 
I did not embrace any principles of 
doctrine, but endeavored to lead a 
moral life. The priests would tell me 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but never would tell me what to do to 
be saved, and thus left me almost in 
despair. 

About three weeks after I joined the 
Baptist church, five Elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ came from Penn- 
sylvania to the house of Phinehas 
H. Young, in Victor. Their names 
were Eleazer Miller, Elial Strong, 
Alpheus Gifford, Enos Curtis, and 
Daniel Bowen. Hearing of these men, 
curiosity prompted me to go and see 
them, when for the first time, I heard 


hood unto Joseph Smith as at the 
ns: and that all men were now 
called upon every where to repent and 
be baptized for the remission of si 
and receive the laying on of hands for 
the gift of the Holy Ghost; and these 
signs should follow those that believe, 
viz., they should cast out devils in the 
name of Jesus, they should speak with 
new tungues, &c., and the reason why 
the Lord had restored these things 
was becausethe people had transgressed 
the laws, changed the ordinance, and 
broken the Everlasting Covenant. 

As soon as I heard them I was con- 
vinced that they taught the truth, and 
that I had only received a part of the 
ordinances under the Baptist Church. 
I also saw and heard the gifts of the 
spirit manifested by the Elders, for 
they spoke in tongues and interpreted, 
which tended to strengthen my faith. 
Brigham Young and myself were con- 


the fulness of the Everlasting Gospel. | strained, by the Spirit, to bear testi- 
They declared that an holy angel had | mony of the truth, and when we did 
been commissioned from the heavens, | this, the power of God rested upon us. 
who had committed the Everlasting 


(To be continued.) 
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To say that salvation invariably attends obedience to the counsels of God’s 
servants, is but to repeat a recognized truism among the Latter-day Saints. 
Yet every Elder, who holds a responsible position, knows how exceedingly 
difficult it is to induce the people to put into practice those counsels which 
are imparted unto them. The faith which is needed to do this does not appear 
to be always in the possession even of all those who call themselves Latter-day 
Saints. They hear counsel, but it is not always given accompanied by such 
power as to impress them with the importance of strictly obeying it, neither 
does it always come to them in such a manner as to agree with their opinions 
in relation to it. There are so many ways which suggest themselves by which 
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the same objects can be accomplished, that look quite as favorable, in their 
eyes, as the way pointed out by counsel, that they are frequently tempted te 
adopt them. Under such circumstances, therefore, the violation of counsel 
does not seem to be a very serious matter. 

There is far too much laxity upon this point among the Elders and Saints. 
It seems very difficult for them to obtain the necessary faith to put implicit 
confidence in the teachings of those who have the authority from God to guide 
them. Yet this faith must be obtained and acted upon, or the Saints cannot 
grow and increase in the things of God, or, indeed, obtain the deliverance from 
temporal evils which they require. We do not now recollect ever seeing a 
Latter-day Saint in any very serious trouble when he was strictly obeying the 
counsel which had been given him by a servant of God; but we have known 
hundreds of cases where they have become very seriously involved in difficulties 
through disobeying counsel which they had received from such a source. The 
path of counsel, it has been said, is the path of safety, and every day makes 
this more and more plain. The Lord does visibly bless those who are willing 
to be guided by his servants. He inspires his servants to give counsel, and 
when it is given, he manifests to those who obey it that he is pleased with their 
obedience. 

One of the great benefits which attends the restoration of the Priesthood to 
the earth is, the power which 1s bestowed upon those who hold it to give 
counsel and instruction on all points connected with man’s temporal and 
spiritual salvation. It is this power which has been the means, under the 
Almighty’s direction, of guiding the Church in the midst of ,the difficult cir- 
cumstances which have surrounded it from the beginning until the present. 
There have been many times when, to the natural eye, other ways have offered 
as much or more salvation or deliverance than the way pointed out by the 
counsel of the servants of God ; but those who have pursued these ways have 
found, to their great sorrow, that, in following them, they had been deceived 
and lured away from the path of safety. In the movement from Ohio to Mis- 
souri, and from one place to another in Missouri, and from Missouri to 
Illinois, and from there to the Great Basin, the Saints who have closely 
followed the counsel of the servants of God have always had the least diffi- 
culties to contend with, and been in the best positions, temporally and spiritu- 
ally. After the settlement of the Valleys by the Saints, gold was discovered 
in Calfornia. The stories which came from there of the richness of the 
“diggings,” and the ease with which fortunes could be made, were very 
exciting ; but the counsel to the Saints was, ‘‘ Stay where you are, and let us 
build up the kingdom of our God.” They were told that those who would do 
so, would find themselves really richer in worldly circumstances at the end of 
a given period, than those who would disobey counsel and go off to Califfornia, 
besides, having in addition, the pleasure of the society and teachings of the 
Lord’s people and servants, and avoiding the anxiety and fatigues which attend 
the life of a gold-digger. And they proved this promise to be true; for, very 
many of those who started in puisuit of gold, in disobedience to counsel, not 
only became poor in worldly circumstances, but they lost their faith and became 
poor in everything which pertains to spiritual wealth. 

The Lord has given so many proofs in the past to the people, that he will 
bless his servants with the Spirit to counsel, and sustain those who will give 
heed to that counsel, that it would seem altogether superfluous to allude to it 
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for the purpose of drawing the Saints’ attention to it, or of dwelling upon the 
importance of the principle. We find, however, in our experience, that it is a 
subject which requires to be frequently explained and set forth to the Elders 
and Saints. It isso natural for people to like best to take the course which 
suits their inclinations, that the advantages of obeying counsel have to be laid 
before them to counteract this tendency. It is not a difficult thing for men 
and women to obey connsel which suits them. Their natural inclinations and 
their faith then go hand in hand, and everything goes on smoothly. But 
when the natural inclinations pull one way, and the counsel of God’s servants 
which they receive points another, then astruggle commences ; if there is but 
little faith, the natural inclinations prevail, counsel is disobeyed, and trouble 
and difficulty ensue. A great many persons are very desirous to obtain counsel 
under certain circumstances ; but in asking it, they take especial pains to let 
their own wishes and inclinations on the subject be known, so as, if possible, 
to get counsel which will agree with them, and which will call for no exercise 
of self-denial and faith on their part to obey. Now, to seek counsel in this 
spirit, is, if anything, worse than useless; because if an Elder gives counsel 
which suits them and tiiey obey it, they only do that which they would have 
done anyhow, under the influence of their own inclinations ; but if he gives 
counsel which disagrees with their feelings, and they do not carry it out, 
(which is likely to be the case when they seek it in such a spirit) then they are 
among the disobedient, and a consciousness of this preys upon them and brings 
them under condemnation. Rather than have this latter consequence follow, 
the Elders, when they are asked for counsel by individuals who manifest strong 
inclinations to pursue a certain course, are led to give them counsel to suit 
their feelings, because it is much better, under some circumstances, to have a 
couise pursued according to counsel with the whole heart and with energy, 
which may not be the very best that could be adopted, than to have a better 
course pointed out by counsel, and then have it forsaken by the person unto 
whom it has been given. In this way we have frequently been led to refrain 
from giving counsel which we knew would be disobeyed, because we knew 
that such disobedience would bring condemnation, and could be attended with 
no good effects. It is not always wise for the Elders to bring people in conflict 
with counsel—that is, to give them counsel which they have not faith to obey, 
and which,’ when they disobey, produces a coldness of feelin,, and _ partial 
alienation. By bearing with people of weak faith for a while, their faith will 
grow, their knowledge will increase, and they will understand and gladly obey 
counsel which, beforetime, they might have left unperformed. It is not wise 
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“4 : : for the Saints, either, to seek counsel, unless they intend to obey it. After 
— it has been given unto them by one who has the authority, they cannot canv: 
is | it has been given unto them by one who has the authority, they cannot canvass 
| “3 ‘ae and weigh it, and then accept or reject it, as it may suit their feelings, and have 
ae the same results follow in either case. They cannot reject counsel with impu- 
ae |... . ~ nity received under such circumstances. They may think, as many have done, 
Be that the man who gave the counsel did not know enough, or was not wise 
} enough to give counsel upon a case such as theirs; but we have noticed 


that counsel strictly followed in a spirit of faith, even if it might not 
be the wisest that could possibly be given, produces better results than the 
i: wisest of counsel would do, were it received and obeyed in a spirit .of distrust 

—so manifestly does the Almighty bestow his blessing upon the endeavors of 
his} faithful servants to carry on his Work. Without his overruling power 
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the best and wisest of counsel would fail; with his overruling power, the 
counsel of the weakest of his servants can be made effective for good in bring- 
ing about great salvation to those who give heed to it. 


ARRIVALS.—Elder Orson Pratt, sen., one of the Twelve Apostles, and Elders 
W. W. Raymond, George W. Mousley, Francis Platt, Joseph E. S. Russell, 
Robert N. Russell, Hyrum P. Folsom, George B. Spencer, Anson V. Call, R. H. 
L. Parker, John H. Donnellon and John Hubbard, arrived at this port on the 
sicamship Pennsylvania, from New York, on Sunday, the 17th inst., in good 
health and spirits. 

Elder Pratt left Great Salt Lake City on the 7th of May, on a mission to 
Kurope. Taking the stage, he proceeded westward to San Francisco, which 
eity he reached on the 14th of May. Remaining there about nine days, he 
embarked on a steamer fer Panama, from which point he crossed the Isthmus, 
by rail, the journey being made in about four hours, to Aspinwall on the 
Atlantic, where he again embarked on a steamer for New York, which port he 
reached on Tucsday morning, the 14th of June. On the 2nd of July he sailed 
from New York for Liverpool, having completed, on reaching this place, a 
journey of over 9,000 miles since leaving his home in Zion, and making his 
eleventh voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. We are happy to be able to say 
that Elder Pratt’s health is excellent, and his trip seems to have agreed with 
him. He has had as good health, since leaving home, as he has enjoyed on 
any previous mission, and rejoices much in once more having the privilege of 
going forth, in accordance with the requirements of his calling, to proclaim 
salvation unto the nations of the earth. 

The other Elders above-named, left their homes about the latter part of 
April, having been appointed missiens to Europe at the last General Confe- 
rence held in Zion. 

On Tuesday, the 1%th inst., Elders James Ure, William S. Phillips, Lorenzo 
D. Rudd, George J. Marsh, Joseph Weiler and Edwin Frost, arrived at this 
port from New Nork—which place they left on the 6th inst.—on the steamship 
Sidon, having had a very pleasant voyage. These Elders were also appointed 
their missions at the last General Conference, and left their homes in the 
latter part of April. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


‘sy an oversight in copying the names of the Elders who were changed and appointed 
to new fields and positions at the General Conference of Elders held at the beginning of 
the present year, and which were published in No. 13 of the current volume of the STAR, 
Elder William W. Riter’s name was omitted. Elder Riter was at that time appointed 
to preside over the Swiss, Italian and German Mission ; since that time the Saints m 
France have been included under his jurisdiction. ; ; 

Elders John H. Donnellon and Joseph E. 8S. Russell, are appointed to labor in the 
Southampton Conference, under the direction of Elder D. P. Kimball. a 

Elder W. W. Kaymond is appointed to labor in the Derbyshire Conference, under 
direction of Elder S. W. Alley. . 

Hilder Anson V. Call is appointed to labor in the Newcastle-on-Tyne Conference, under 
the direction of Elder C. W. Stayner. 
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Elder George W. Mousley is appointed to labor in the Manchester Conference 
the Elder George W. Grant. 


Elder Hyrum P. Folsom is appointed to labor in the Durham Conf 
direction of Elder Joseph H. Felt. : erence, under the 


Elder R. H. L. Parker is appointed to labor in the Kent Conference, under the direction 
of Elder George Sims. 


Elder Francis Platt is appointed to labor in the Birmingham Conference, under 
direction of Elder William Shearman. the 


Elders Robert N. Russell and John Hubbard are appointed to labor in the Sheffield 
District, under the direction of Elder C. M. Gillet. ; 


Elder George B. Spencer is appointed (fron: home) to labor in Italy. | 


, President of the Church of Je. is Chris 
GEORGE Q. CANNON, Saints tn the British | 


es and adjacent countries. 


A NEW PROPHET.—We clip the following from the London Morning 


Advertiser :— 


“The debate being now over, and the division taken place, it may be supposed by 
some that there is an end of the Dano-German question so far as this country is con- 
cerned. There could not be a greater mistake. We must not come to any such. 
conclusion. We are only on the eve of Continental complications in which this 
country will, in some way or other, get entangled. Our desire to avoid being mixed 
up with the impending imbroglio will not suffice to keep us beyond its area Our 
interests and our honor will be seen to be alike involved in the terrible conflagration 
which is at hand. In the flames of that conflagration all Europe will be wrapped; 
for there is not a country in Europe in which we may not, more or less clearly, dis- 
cern the materials of conflicts and calamities unparalleled by anything to be met with 
in the page of history. 

Our conviction is, that we are on the threshold of those tremendous events pre- 
dicted in the inspired volume as destined to come upon the earth at some period or 
other, though no time is specified for their occurrence. They are to be preceded by 
signs which will betoken their approach. And, assuredly, no one can carefully and 
intelligently read the signs of the times as they now preseat themselves, without 
coming to the conclusion that the volcanic agencies which have for some time been 
manifestly in operation, are about to burst forth with a fury and a force which it is 
appalling to contemplate. This is so evident to all reflecting persons, that men who : 
have hitherto regarded those who have undertaken to interpret prophecy as mere 
dreamers, if not something worse, now begin to treat with reverence those parts of 
Scripture which indicate the future of the world’s history. 

In what particular way the momentous events to which we refer are to be brought 
about, it is not for us nor for any human being to say. That is known only to the 
great OMNISCIENT. But it is far from improbable that they may be preceded or 
ushered in by further complications consequent on the Dano-German question, which 
has of late caused so great a commotion in Europe. The settlement of that question, 
if settlement it can be called, is utterly hollow. It does not rest on any stable 
foundation, and cannot, therefore, last for any length of time. 

But we have no wish to pry into the uncertain future. Sufficient unto the day 1 
the evil thereof,—sufficient, we mean, in the sense of not tormenting ourselves before 
the time. But this is not incompatible with our being forewarned of what is likely 
to happen. To sound the note of preparation, is to walk in the path of duty. Its 
to act a wise and enlightened part. Divine injunctions, as well as the dictates of 
human prudence, impress the duty upon us of preparing, morally and materially, 45 
far as it'ig possible for us to do so, for contingencies of a most momentous ki 
contungencies which appear to be at the very door,” | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCR, 


We must congratulate England, and especially London, on. the appear 


ance of this new prophet. If he continue on in this strain, people will 
be disposed to ask, ‘‘Is the editor of the Morning Advertiser also among the 
prophets ?” And to be a Prophet, now-a-days, is synonymous. with, being a 
Latter-day Saint or ‘‘Mormon.” While we like his modesty in saying that 
‘in what particular way the momentous events to which we refer are to be 
brought about, it is not for us nor for any human being to say,” we should be 
better pleased if he had been content to confine himselr to disavowing: his own 
knowledge on this point, and not include every “‘human being,” as well as 
himself, in the disavowal. As he has been so greatly favored with the spirit of 
prophecy as to foretell the events described in the foregoing article, he shonld 
not imagine that he has attained to the extreme limit of knowledge im this 
direction ; for another man, with greater faith might, possibly, obtain a little 
more knowledge than even he has obtained, and be able to describe the way in 

which the momentous events to which he refers are to be brought about. 

However, as he is but a novice at the business, we do not wish to be 
too severe with him. We would, nevertheless, advise him to. be 
more cautious in his expressions in relation to the extent of man’s 

knowledge of the purposes of God. | The Spirit of Prophecy can reveal 
everything unto man that pertains to earthly things, when he lives so ag to 
enjoy it. Through this Spirit all that he has predicted in the article from 
which we extract has been known, and much more besides to the same effect, 

for years. We hope that as the editor now acknowledges that peaceful feelings 
are “‘not incompatible with our being forewarned of what is likely to happen,” 
that he will take such a course as to receive all the knowledge necessary to 
enable him to escape the evils and calamities which he tells his readers are 
coming upon them. His duty is but half done, however, who, while raising a 
note of alarm and frightening the people with threats of impending calamities, 

points out no way by which they can escape their dreadful effects. Now, a 
true Prophet, and one who is duly empowered to warn the people, always 
accompanies his warnings by counsel which, if obeyed, will enable the people 

to escape the difficulties and evils which he is inspired to warn them as. being 
nearat hand. If the editor of the Morning Advertiser will believe in Jesus, 

repent of his sins, be baptised for the remission of them, and have hands laid 
upon him for the reception of the Holy Ghost by one having authority, we 
can assure him that he would then have what he now lacks—namely, the 
knowledge to inform the people how they can best escape the outbreak of “the” 
volcanic agencies which have for some time been manifestly in operation.” 


When he shall do this, we shall gladly welcome him into the prea ; 


Prophets. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


AmERI¢a.—Elder A. Christiansen writes from Brigham City, U.T., on 
10th of May last, and says :—‘‘I have never before witnessed such a time of 
silence, peace and security, as we enjoy hére at the present. Union and har- 
mony are increasing in every department of God’s kingdom, while the démon 
of war is abroad among the nation’, and death is on every hand. _ Those 
whose hands are red with the blood of the Saints, and whose cruelty has 
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caused our weary pilgrimages to explore the deserts of the Rocky Mountain, 
are now suffering the just punishment of their crimes. By industry, perse- 
verance and untiring energy, a barren desert is caused to bloom and teem with 
the comforts of life. Although flour has been sold here at $20.00 per hundred 
Ibs., I have seen many men who are willing to sell it for $6.00 per bundnd 
Ibs. to a poor brother, and, if they have no money, they may labor to pay for 
it. Perhaps we would be accused of having but little commercial knowledge 
or economy, in thus dealing to one another below the market price, neverthe 
less, it is done, and makes no one the poorer for it.” | 

SwWANSEkA CONFERENCE,—Elder Evan A. Richards informs us of the progress 
of the Work in Swansea. He says :—‘‘I never felt better with the Work of 
God than I do at present. I feel to bless his holy name for a portion of the 
Priesthood, and for the privilege of going forth to warn the people and pro 
claim the glad tidings of the Gospel to my fellow-men. I, and my brethren 
of the local Priesthood, preach out of doors, at times, to large and attentive 
congregations, which convinces me that many will yet embrace the Gospel 
We have baptized thirty-two in this Conference since I commenced laboring 
here, and we still have good prospects for the future. The Saints are im 
proving in faith and good works. Many are now paying Tithing who never 
paid any before, and they are reaping the blessings bestowed upon the practice 
of that principle. May God bless the humble and meek, and enable them t 
gather home to the Valleys of Ephraim.” 
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ENGLAND. 
LAND’S-END CONFERENCE. 
Devonport, July 2, 1864. 
President Cannon. 


give the increase, and we must leave 

all things in his hands. 
On Sunday last, President Wiles 

was with us here; the Spirit of (od 


Dear Brother,—Assured that you 
are ever interested in the welfare and 
the establishment of that kingdom 
upon the earth, which will stand for- 
ever, I write that you may know how 
we are getting on in this Conference. 
I have labored here since my appoint- 
ment at the last Birmingham General 
Council. What the results will be I 
am not yet able to say, perhaps they 
are only known to Him who sits in 
the heavens. We occasionally baptize 
one of the honest-in-heart, and our 
meetings on Sundays are well attended 
by strangers. Myself and the bre- 
thren bear testimony of the near 
approach of Messiah, when he shall 
come to reign King of kings, and that 
he has sent Prophets and his servants 
with a message of 
kind. What the result of this will ke 
I cannot say. {It}is God who must 


peace to all man- | 


was with him and with us, which 
made the hearts of the Saints rejoice 
in its teachings through His Priest 
hood restored again unto man. In 
the evening Elder Willes arose and 
delivered a short discourse on the 
necessity of the Saints sustaining the 
Priesthood of God. He then - 
sented the Authorities in Zion and 
these lands, who were sustained unail 
mously. Some of the brethren pre 
sent were called upon, and were 
to give some wise instruction. There 
were several strangers present. 
brother Willes has been 
found it necessary to use the Pp 
knife, and to sever several branches 


—_ the tree, that its growth may not 
e sto 
for the future, at this 


time, are bright, and we hope soon t 
reap in gathering ™ 
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many of the honest-in-heart. My | 
prayer is that God will bless you and 
al] his servants with his Spirit, to 
guide Israel in these days. 

J remain your brother in the Gospel 


of Peace, 
JoHN Sours. 


SCOTLAND. 
SCOTTISH DISTRICT. 
Glas-ow, July 9, 1864. 
President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—Knowing that you 
always feel interested in hearing of 
the prosperity of the Work in these 
lands, I feel like dropping you a few 
lines informing you of my where- 
abouts, and of the progress we are 
making in Scotland in spiritual and 
temporal affairs. Since my return 
fom London, I have been busily 
engaged visiting the Saints in the 
Edinburgh and Dundee Conferences. 
Owing to the release of the Elders 
laboring in the Edinbur,h Conference, 
and the position in which it now 
stands, (brother Smith not having 
much opportunity for travelling) it 
daimed my special attention. Bro- 
ther Lyon travelled with me for a 
short time, but, owing to ill health, 
had to return to Glasgow ; however, 
as brother Blair has been appointed to 
labor under brother Smith, oo no 
doubt but what matters will move on 
smoothly. A considerable number of 
the brethren and sisters emigrated 
this year, but, to compensate for this 
temporary luss, we have baptized a 
good many, and prospects are favor- 
able for a still further increase. In 
Dundee, matters are moving as well as 
could wish. Baptisms are not fre- 
quent, but there are, at intervals, a 
few honest souls to whom the truth is 
acceptable, and who yield obedience 
unto its requirements, 

Owing to the circumstances I have 
mentioned, I have not yet had the 
privilege of travelling much in the 

lasggow Conference; but, judgin 
from what I have seen and heard, all 
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emigrated this summer, but I believe 


is right there also. A 


it will soon be made up again, in 
since you held Conference, upwards 
fifty have been baptized. In Glasgow, 
especially, a spirit of inquiry prevails. 
The meetings are regularly fi with 
respectable strangers, who, by their 
constant presence and attention, evince 
their interest in the principles they 
hear, and I am confident, if we con- 
tinde in the course we have begun, we 
will have no reason to complain df a 
want of success. Throuzhout the 
whole of the Scottish District a feelin 
of and harmony reigns, and 
could not wish to labor amongst a 
better class of people. The Scutch are 
proverbial for their perseverance, and 
{ can see, from the associations I have 
had amongst them, that it is true, as 
they are eager to advance the Truth, 
and firm in their grasp of it. Of 
course, there are exceptions, and we 
are sometimes under the necessity of 
severing a few from the Church, but 
such instances are rare. 

As regards financial matters we are 
rather below par. The temporal cir 
cumstances of the people are, in some 
quarters, rather unfyyorable, but, 
withal, we contrive to move alo 
Generally, for a short time after emi- 
gration, matters take a backward turn, 
but we will hope for the best. There 
is a considerable amount of debt on 
the District; but, relying on the 
assistance of our Father in heaven, 
and with the co-operation of the 
Priesthood, we will endeavor to liqui-~ 


date it as early as possible. 


For myself I feel well, and have 
great pleasure in my labors. I feel 
that the Lord has been with me, and 
strengthened me beyond my expecta- 
tions, and I desire nothing better than 
to be privileged to bear the message 
of life and salvation to mankind, 

Praying that the blesxings of God 
may rest upon you, I am your brother 
in the Gospel, : 


HENsON 


TRIFLES ARE NOT TO BE Despisep.—The nerve of a tooth, not so large as the 


finest sewing needle, will sometimes drive a strong man to distraction. 
The coral rock, 
The warrior,that has withstood death ina thousand 


can make an elephant absolutely mad. 
founder, is the work of worms. 
forms may be killed by an insect. 


A musquite 
which causes a navy to 
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